
CURRICULUM CONSIDERATIONS
Challenge 

Choice

Relevance

Progress



CONTEXT

Pathways for a successful HSC

TTFM – 79% finish Yr12 / 34% Trade / 57 % University

98% of students dropped 2 units into Yr 12 (10 units) so all our eggs were in 
1 basket

Acceleration is accessible to everyone  

17+ school leavers

Quality staffing and positive student / staff relationships

Student inability to access a broad range of courses at Tafe / Tafe Transport



FOUNDATION 
PRINCIPLES

Increased engagement and relevance 

Must be inclusive

Maximise opportunities and pathways

Ensure a point of difference for graduates 
of WHS

Securing HSC success with 1 in the bank



VET AT WHS
Whitebridge High School provides a unique opportunity for all students to achieve dual 
credentialling from their high school experience. 

The school offers a comprehensive range of Certificate II and Certificate III Vocational 
Education and Training courses which support students to achieve nationally recognised 
workplace credentials through school-based learning and industry work placement. 

For students electing to pursue a University pathway, there is an added benefit where a 
Cert III credential is recognised as an ATAR equivalent of 67, which is completed during 
the Year 11 school year. A student may then achieve a higher ATAR through the HSC 
pathway.

Our goal is to maximise the opportunity for our students to pursue their future pathway 
with skills and confidence. 



OUR CURRICULUM

Semester Electives

Year 8

Core plus 2 x 
electives Yr 9

Core plus 1 elective 
200Hrs & 1 Year 

Accelerated Stage 6  
Yr 11 VET

Completion HSC VET  
plus 5 additional 2 
Unit courses Yr 11

Completion HSC 
pathway 10 units

(Total 12 units)

THE FUTURE

All students present 12 units for 
HSC

All students opportunity for 
Dual Credential

School Leavers exit with 
industry recognised

certification

VET Cert  to ATAR conversion 
for University entry



2024 - 2025
8 9 10 11 12

Semester 1 100 Hr 2 unit 2 unit

Semester 2 200 Hr 200 Hr 2 unit 2 unit

2 unit 2 unit

VET – 11 Early 

Commencement

( and Careers)

VET – HSC Any extension units

2 unit 2 unit

2 unit 2 unit

NB: Stage 5 elective courses are still delivered and offered through the remaining 100 Hr (Yr 9) and 200Hr (Yr 9 

& 10) electives so there will be no reduction in course availability.



STAGE 5 ELECTIVES & STAGE 6 VET 
STAGE 5 electives VET

IT Timber Construction (Cert II)

IT Electronics Business Services (Cert III)

Marine & Aquaculture Retail Services (Cert III)

Drama Entertainment Industry (Cert III)

Food Technology Hospitality (Cert II)

IST Information and Digital Technology (Cert III)

Music Manufacturing and Engineering (Cert II) *

Child Studies Skills for Work (Cert II) *

PASS Sports Coaching (Cert III) *

Dance Assistant Dance Teaching (Cert III) *

VISUAL ARTS / Photography Financial Services (Cert III) 

Japanese



WHAT DO WE OFFER

Certificate I 

qualifications

Certificate II qualifications Certificate III 

qualifications

Dual qualifications

Cert 1 Construction

CPC10120

Cert 1 in 

Manufacturing 

Pathways

MSM10216

Cert 1 in Hospitality

SIT10216

Certificate 1 in 

Workplace Skills

BSB10120

Cert II in Skills for Work and 

Vocational Pathways

FSK20119

Cert II in Outdoor Recreation

SIS20419  (not available until 

2025)

Cert II in Hospitality 

SIT20316 (Yr 12 2023) / 

SIT20322 (Yr 11 2023)

Cert III Assistant Dance 

Teaching CUA30320

Cert III in Business 

BSB30120

Cert III in Live 

production and 

Technical Services 

CUA30420

Cert III in Information 

Technology ICT30120

Cert III in retail 

SIR30216

Cert III in Sport 

Coaching SIS30521

Cert III Financial 

Services FNS30120

Cert II Construction 

Pathways 

CPC20220 & SoA 

towards Cert II in 

Construction 

CPC20120

Cert I Engineering 

MEM10119 & SoA 

towards Cert II in 

Engineering 

Pathways  

MEM20413

https://www.newcastle.edu.au/study/undergraduate/getting-in

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.newcastle.edu.au%2Fstudy%2Fundergraduate%2Fgetting-in&data=05%7C01%7CNADENE.HARVEY%40det.nsw.edu.au%7C75621a85f1cc406e252108db8d740531%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638259301664945756%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TxST8nSAaOKbSSyJibPGVQrNMpFBCpInNNL%2Fcd1ttzw%3D&reserved=0


HSC EXAM

HSC Exam – can count towards ATAR No HSC Exam – will not count towards 

ATAR

Construction

Retail

Hospitality

Business Services

Live Entertainment

Information and Digital Technology

Financial Services

Skills for work

Assistant dance teaching

Sports coaching

Manufacturing operations / Metals



TIMING OF 
WORK 
PLACEMENT 

70 HOURS INDUSTRY 
RECOGNISED WORK 

PLACEMENT

STANDARD PATHWAY – 
35 HOURS IN YEAR 11 & 
35 HOURS IN YEAR 12

ACCELERATED PATHWAY 
– 35 HOURS IN YEAR 10 
& 35 HOURS IN YEAR 11



DECISION MATRIX

Do I want my course to 
contribute to a standard HSC 

& UAC ATAR pathway

YES

I need to contribute my 10 
best HSC units this may include 

my VET course

Choose from the courses that 
have an HSC exam

Hospitality

Construction

Retail

Business Services

Live Entertainment

IDT

Financial Services

ATAR comes from 10 best HSC 
units

NO

Do I want a course that 
provides an AQF Rank  

equivalent of 67 ATAR for 
UoN entry

YES

Choose a CERT III framework

Assistant Dance Teaching

Sports Coaching

Business Services

Retail Services

Entertainment Industry

Information and Digital  
Technology

Financial Services

NO

Choose any course



OPPORTUNITY
17+ school leavers – High 
Expectations

Credentials

Driver’s licence  

RoSA  

industry experience 

an attractive workplace ready employee

Year 12 completion – High 
Expectations

Dual 
credential



MR R CARTER & STUDENT EXPERT PANEL
Courses

Work placement

HSC pathway

Opportunities



WHICH COURSES WILL RUN

We work with student selections, staff 
availability and the resources and 
facilities we have.

Complex timetable – including some 
flexibility

This program runs across 3 year groups



WHAT ARE THE NEXT 
STEPS

1. Talk to our staff who are available for 
questions

2. Be certain on your course selection (and 
your preferences)

3. Students will receive an email link to 
complete their selection online

4. Selections close 5pm Monday 14th August

https://whitebridg-
h.schools.nsw.gov.au/content/dam/doe/sws/schools/w/whiteb
ridg-h/policies/curriculum/Y10-VET-Early-Commencement.pdf

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwhitebridg-h.schools.nsw.gov.au%2Fcontent%2Fdam%2Fdoe%2Fsws%2Fschools%2Fw%2Fwhitebridg-h%2Fpolicies%2Fcurriculum%2FY10-VET-Early-Commencement.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CNADENE.HARVEY%40det.nsw.edu.au%7Cb7e36645c75745f7514308db97bc290e%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638270606614832764%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pqXJDRGxVnwnyurfdkBUS7iP5GFTvQRZgodgJYF68HE%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwhitebridg-h.schools.nsw.gov.au%2Fcontent%2Fdam%2Fdoe%2Fsws%2Fschools%2Fw%2Fwhitebridg-h%2Fpolicies%2Fcurriculum%2FY10-VET-Early-Commencement.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CNADENE.HARVEY%40det.nsw.edu.au%7Cb7e36645c75745f7514308db97bc290e%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638270606614832764%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pqXJDRGxVnwnyurfdkBUS7iP5GFTvQRZgodgJYF68HE%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwhitebridg-h.schools.nsw.gov.au%2Fcontent%2Fdam%2Fdoe%2Fsws%2Fschools%2Fw%2Fwhitebridg-h%2Fpolicies%2Fcurriculum%2FY10-VET-Early-Commencement.pdf&data=05%7C01%7CNADENE.HARVEY%40det.nsw.edu.au%7Cb7e36645c75745f7514308db97bc290e%7C05a0e69a418a47c19c259387261bf991%7C0%7C0%7C638270606614832764%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pqXJDRGxVnwnyurfdkBUS7iP5GFTvQRZgodgJYF68HE%3D&reserved=0


SELECTION EMAIL



QUESTIONS
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